RUPTURE of the heart is a comparatively frequent complication of myocardial infarction. Maher, Mallory, and Laurents1 determined that rupture accounts for 9 to 11 per cent of all deaths following acute infarction, and that the most common site is through the ventricular wall. Rupture of a papillary muscle is far less common; Sanders et al., in 1957,2 were able to find only 56 reported cases to which they added five additional cases. Of these, however, 48 were due to myocardial infarction and all of these were present on the left side of the heart. Three additional cases have since been reported. 3' 4 This does not represent a true incidence, however, for many cases obviously remain unreported.
We have recently had the opportunity to observe an instance of rupture of a tricuspid papillary muscle as a result of myocardial infarction. To our knowledge, no such case has previously been reported in the English literature.
Clinical Summary A 72-year-old white widow was admitted with progressively increasing shortness of breath of 10 days' duration.
Several nmonths prior to admission, the patient developed dyspnea on exertion, fatigue, and angina pectoris. Ten days prior to entry, she de- 
